
An account of the search for “Wold Hark”, an Island variant of the Carol 

“Hark”. This is ‘West Gallery’ in style and known to be sung in chapel at 

Newchurch and probably other chapels around the Island. Seek and ye shall 

find!!  By Brian Reeves 

The sheet music and words of the carol, from an 1863 source, are on page 2.  

 Madge and myself had for some time participated in an annual Advent Sunday gathering at 

a home in Southsea. The format was an informal social get together to sing Carols. We 

thoroughly enjoyed joining this and looked forward to it each year. I was asked to bring an 

Isle of Wight Carol along next year. I said; “There are no IOW Carols, not traditional ones 

known anyway”. 

I then asked a few people if they knew of an Isle of Wight Carol but nothing was 

forthcoming until I met James Gloyne at a Caulkheads dance. He said; “Well there’s the 

“Newchurch Carol”, which he told me was sung by the Newchurch Male Voice Choir and 

was said to be one sung in the village in times past so sent me a copy of the words and 

music. After my original discovery, by way of James Gloyne, I received more information. 

The words, supplied by James, and still used today by the Newchurch Male Voice Choir 

were taken from a publication of old carols stated as being well known in the south and 

west. On showing them to Roy Middlebrook he seemed to think he had been given 

something similar recently. He checked and gave me a copy of some writings by Charles 

Richards of Newchurch, dated Christmas Eve 1863. In those writings is a set of words 

entitled “Hark”. They are broadly the same as those from the publication supplied but there 

were only four verses rather than six, with one, which is completely different.  

So, I felt that my task was complete. A carol noted down by an Islander, the words arguably 

an Island variant of a West Gallery style carol. It is still sung by the Newchurch Male Voice 

Choir today, be it obtained from a publication, not using the words as noted by Charles 

Richards. The new find was sung at the next Advent get together in Southsea. 

Sometime after my discovery, the Finest Landscapes Newsletter, which is a publication by 

the IoW AONB, asked for information regarding a Carol “The Old Hark”, believed to be 

unique to the IoW and sung in Churches on the Island at Christmas. So I submitted my find. 

Much later, after the Finest Landscapes publication of my finding, I received an e-mail from 

the great Grand-Daughter of Charles Richards to say that her Grandmother remembered 

that Charles Richards had never seen it set to music, as the tune was passed down through 

the family orally.  

The account above appears in Brian Reeves’ book – Folk On Wight. This book is a record of 

the Island’s folk music scene in the second half of the 20th century from memory and 

research. A CD of Isle of Wight variants from the folk song tradition is available, this 

includes the Carol noted below. 

 



                         


